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"It is not wasting words to try to realise what the great Friendly Society movement stands for. Like many other things it is of pure English growth and owes its origin to the common people, from whom many of the best things we possess come. It springs, as it were, from the soil, and has been a great instrument during a period of rapid change in instructing our people in some of the greatest of the principles which guide their lives, as well as in branches of work and learning in many subjects in which they could have no other teacher.
"Immersed as my life has become in political work, I am glad that in the Friendly Society movement we know no politics. Politics have such powers of penetrating most things that I am thankful that this movement has never been captured by any of the political machines. And I hope its leaders will see to it in the future that it remains a thing apart.
"A man entering a court or lodge gets his first insight into the common problems of Government; learns to control himself by working with others; and learns to work with others for the benefit of others, and to exercise discrimination and judgment. I have also seen how the savings of the many can be utilised to fertilise public services and the social activities of the country. The whole spirit of the movement's service for others, a spirit which is more wanted in England, and in every other country of the world to day, than any other; but because of the great influence and position of our country there is tto other in which the spirit needs to be more manifested, since the greater part of mankind looks to us as the one country which they hope and believe will set the example to the world in the stability and probity of its finances and in its willingness to be of service to the rest of the distracted world. By teaching our own people the spirit of service which the Friendly Societies inculcate, we are playing our part in making our democracy fitter